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Birgit Schueller of Riegelsberg Germany
really knows how to think “outside

the box™. In the past her work has

made dramatic visual impacts with her
audiences by showing off uneven edges
or leaving planned holes in the quilt.
This time, Birgit made her creative
statement with color, design, and shiny
jewels. Her quilt Shooting Stars (which
was specifically designed for the 2009
MOS “Fire & Ice” Theme Category)
won the prestigious 2009 MOS Solitaire
Award. I recently had an opportunity to
interview Birgit about her winning quilt
and also about her particular approach

to quilting. Her answers were both
engaging and enlighteming. Read on to
get advice from an expert who continues
to grow in her creative abilities.

(Q: Was this a paper pieced quilt or
how did you go about piecing it with
such great accuracy?

A: The star in the quilt consists of eight
identical foundation-pieced sections.
Rather than using paper to piece my
quilt portions on, [ prefer to use very
lightweight, see through (but still sturdy)
interfacing. I have found that I prefer
ordinary diaper lining (!) better than any
of the high-end commercial products
available. T drew one master copy of my
star pattern on paper and then traced it
onto the interfacing eight times and built
my sections in exactly the same way as |
do when paper-piecing. After the entire
quilt top had been assembled. 1 tore away
the interfacing and discarded it.

Q: I liked the way you used multiple
colors of red fabric to give added depth
to the quilt design. Can you share
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with our readers how vou went about
choosing the fabrics for this quilt? Do
vou have a particular approach you
take when choosing fabrics and do you
work from a fabric stash or do you buy
what you need when you need it?

A: After | was satisfied with the star
design, | worked on the color placement
and played with different shades and
values. [ like to work with the illusion
of light and shadow to add movement

to a quilt. As from the very beginning
my intention was to capture the WOW
moment of exploding fireworks, 1 dug
deep into my extensive stash of batik
fabrics which I tend to use only for those
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very special quilts...With a vast selection
of fabrics available in the yellow-orange-
red segment of my batik treasure chest,

[ tried to find three yellow to orange-
golden fabrics for the light side and three
peach-orange to pinkish-red fabrics for
the shadow side. 1 was looking for the
gradation in shades that felt best to me.
Also, | wanted the light/shadow color
pairs to blend into each other — despite
the different colors! Rather than using
any scientific approach in my fabric
selection, the whole process involves a
lot of gut feeling.

Finding suitable fabrics for the







